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Priority Wildlife Linkages and Road/Stream Crossing Pinch Points

Core Forest Habitats

R epre se nt “corrid ors” th at could  facilitate th e m ov e m e nt of plants
and  anim als betw e e nl core fore st h abitat areas. Th e se corrid ors   
incre ase th e re silie ncy of th e core are a netw ork to uncertain land  use
and  clim ate ch ange s. Th e y are w id e r w h e re m ore m ov e m e nt betw e e n
core s is e xpecte d  because of larger and  closer core areas and  a
m ore favorable natural e nv ironm e nt e xists betw e e n th e m .
Linkage s prim arily link ad joining core are as w h e re th ere is th e
greate st sim ilarity in ecosyste m s; th e y d o not nece ssarily repre se nt
trav e l corrid ors for any ind iv id ual specie s. Linkage s m ay trav erse 
th rough  are as of low -d e nsity d e v e lopm e nt and  cross road s of all
classe s, but th e y d o not includ e h igh -inte nsity d e v e lopm e nt.

R epre se nt th e fore st (d ecid uous & coniferous) of at le ast 250 ac
d eterm ine d  using Th e Uconn Cle ar Land scape Fragm e ntation  Tool 2.0
and  USGS National Land  Cov er Data (2011)

Data Sources:

Fore sts act as natural w ater filte rs, re m ov ing m any pollutants before 
th e  w ater re ach e s stre am s, lake s and  re se rvoirs.Terre strial and  w e tland
core are as are intact, w e ll-conne cte d  place s th at, if protecte d , w ill support
a d iv e rsity of fish , w ild life , and  plants, and  th e  e cosyste m s th e y d e pe nd
upon. Core are as contain im portant or unique  fe ature s, includ ing intact,
re silie nt e xam ple s of e v e ry m ajor ecosyste m  type in th e  North e ast and
Mid -Atlantic. Th e  linkage s are d e signe d  to e nable  th e  m ov e m e nt of anim als
and  plants betw e e n core are as and  across th e  land scape into th e  future.

Follow the Forest TM

State Boundaries:
Town Boundaries:
Water Bodies and Stream/Rivers:
Appalachian Trail Centerline:

                    State of Connecticut DEEP (2014)
                    CT ECO, State of NY & MassGIS
                                                 USGS NHD Dataset (2011)
                                        NPS Appalachian Trail Park Office

 & Appalachian Trail Conservancy
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