Follow the Forest

Rensselaer Plateau

Follow the Forest™

Forests act as natural water filters, removing many pollutants before

the water reaches streams, lakes and reservoirs.Terrestrial and wetland
core areas are intact, well-connected places that, if protected, will support
a diversity of fish, wildlife, and plants, and the ecosystems they depend
Hal upon. Core areas contain important or unique features, including intact,
resilient examples of every major ecosystem type in the Northeast and
Mid-Atlantic. The linkages are designed to enable the movement of animals
and plants between core areas and across the landscape into the future.
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Core Forest Habitats
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Represent the forest (deciduous & coniferous) of at least 250 ac Pittstown

determined using The Uconn Clear Landscape Fragmentation Tool 2.0
and USGS National Land Cover Data (2011)

Priority Wildlife Linkages and Road/Stream Crossing Pinch Points
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Represent “corridors” that could facilitate the movement of plants
and animals betweenl core forest habitat areas. These corridors
increase the resiliency of the core area network to uncertain land use
and climate changes. They are wider where more movement between
H cores is expected because of larger and closer core areas and a

more favorable natural environment exists between them.

Linkages primarily link adjoining core areas where there is the
greatest similarity in ecosystems; they do not necessarily represent
travel corridors for any individual species. Linkages may traverse Py
through areas of low-density development and cross roads of all
classes, but they do not include high-intensity development.
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Data Sources:
State Boundaries: State of Connecticut DEEP (2014)
Town Boundaries: CT ECO, State of NY & MassGIS
Water Bodies and Stream/Rivers: USGS NHD Dataset (2011)
Appalachian Trail Centerline: NPS Appalachian Trail Park Office
& Appalachian Trail Conservancy
Petersburgh
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