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Core Forest-to-Core Forest Wildlife Linkages

Core Forest Habitats

Rep resent “corrid ors” that could  facilitate the m ovem ent of p lants
and  anim als betweenl core forest habitat areas. These connectors   
increase the resiliency of the core area network to uncertain land  use
and  clim ate changes. They are wid er where m ore m ovem ent between
cores is exp ected  because of larger and  closer core areas and  a
m ore favorable natural environm ent exists between them .
Connectors p rim arily link ad joining core areas where there is the
greatest sim ilarity in ecosystem s; they d o not necessarily rep resent
travel corrid ors for any ind ivid ual sp ecies. Connectors m ay traverse 
through areas of low-d ensity d evelop m ent and  cross road s of all
classes, but they d o not includ e high-intensity d evelop m ent.

Rep resent the forest (d ecid uous & coniferous) of at least 250 ac
d eterm ined  using The Uconn Clear Land scap e Fragm entation  Tool 2.0
and  USGS National Land  Cover Data (2011)

Data Sources:
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                                     Housatonic Valley Association (2018)
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Core Forest Habitats and  Connectors:Terrestrial and  wetland  core areas are intact, well-connected  p laces that, if p rotected , will 
sup p ort a d iversity of fish, wild life, and  p lants, and  the ecosystem s they d ep end  up on. Core areas contains im p ortant or uniq ue 
features, includ ing intact, resilient exam p les of every m ajor ecosystem  typ e in the Northeast and  Mid -Atlantic. The connectors are 

d esigned  to enable the m ovem ent of anim als and  p lants between core areasand  across the land scap e into the future.
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