Protecting a Wildlife Corridor
Throughout the Northeastern US
The Follow the Forest Initiative
seeks to protect and connect forests and promote the safe passage
of wildlife throughout the Northeast – from the Hudson Valley to the
forests of Canada.
It’s a big idea—that we can reconnect the woodlands, fields, and wetlands of a vast
wildlife corridor that passes through the heart of the Housatonic River Valley from the
Hudson Valley to the forests of Canada. Scientists consider the forests of the Eastern US
the most intact temperate deciduous and mixed forest region on Earth.
Without strategic vision and protection, individual core forests will dwindle and
fragmentation will ultimately erode the ecological integrity of the region. Our initiative
unites land trusts and communities against this persistent threat. We bring together
conservation partners in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, and Vermont at an
unprecedented scale and work locally to set conservation priorities. Through our
combined efforts to reconnect and conserve core forests, we aim to offset the impacts of
climate change and protect this essential and resilient wildlife corridor.
Together, we can realize a shared vision that connects us to the places we love and the
native plants and animals we share this land with.

To the left, we've displayed a map of
the Follow the Forest region. To the
right, we've displayed the same map
overlaid with a protected lands layer.
The land in yellow makes up core
forest blocks that are under 50%
protected. We still have a long way
to go, but project by project our
vision of a greener map will track our
progress as we aim to protect a
resilient landscape in a time of
increased ecological disturbances.

50%
We aim to strategically
protect at least 50% of
each core forest habitat in
the Follow the Forest
region to anchor this great
wildlife corridor

250+
We focus on forest cores
of 250+ contiguous acres
and their linkages. This
threshold for forest
patches is a scientifically
recognized minimum
needed to sustain
important woodland
species

46
We are a growing
partnership of 46
conservation
organizations working
together to protect
forestland.

Our Approach
Community Partnerships
We operate under the philosophy that together we can accomplish more.
We provide our partners with maps and data on core forests and habitat
linkages to help them set conservation objectives. Our task force meets to
reflect upon successes and discuss pathways towards realizing greater
efficiencies. Through resource sharing, we believe we can increase the rate
at which we preserve land in the Follow the Forest region.

Educating Communities

Volunteers at Flanders Nature Center
assessing habitat linkages

We teach the public about our mission and the significance of
connected landscapes for promoting the movement of native plants
and wildlife during a period of increased climate change. We work
directly with land trust volunteers and local students to ground truth
our data on habitat linkages, and we look forward to engaging with
more community groups as we expand our initiative.

Participate in a large, continental vision that can be
translated to a local scale.

Landowner Outreach
We believe in building relationships with landowners. We provide resources
to landowners to help them take care of the land they love using best
practices. With the help of conservation-minded landowners we can meet
our goal of protecting at least 50% of each core forest making up this vast
wildlife corridor.

Fundraising

The Housatonic Valley
Association raising funds to
protect 420 acres in Norfolk

Follow the Forest is used as a fundraising tool to help land trusts acquire
the necessary funds to secure land through fee acquisitions and
conservation easements. We believe that outlining a shared vision for
conservation can also help funnel more dollars into federal and state
programs such as the Highlands Conservation Act and the Open Space and
Watershed Land Acquisition (OSWA) Grant, which are crucial for the
continued success of land conservation projects in the Northeast.

Visit our Website @ followtheforest.org

